
A small town community feel,
with the warmth and comfort of family.

Focusing on the downtown aspects of Hillsdale Michigan, 
simple yet necessary elements were incorporated to create 
a wholesome appealing downtown area that the public can 
be proud to be a part of. The goal of these design ideas 
were to create an old fashioned colonial feel that brings 
you back to the times when everybody knew each other and 
people had time to stop and smell the roses. A strong, 
close knit community can grow as a family by spending 
time together and keeping up with traditions. Spaces where 
locals can interact with each other, shop, or grab a bite to 
eat makes for a unique experience that will draw in out-of-
towners and promote local businesses that strengthen the 
economy. Places for teenagers to hang out and spend an 
evening will make Hillsdale a destination point and give 
it an identity. Ideas such as these will allow Hillsdale 
to expand and become the town it wants to be, because 
everything belongs somewhere.

During certain seasons of the year this area of downtown can 
be used to show the community’s character. Located in the heart 
of downtown, this space can be used as a focus point where the 
community can show holiday spirit or display local art. Install ing 
planters with boxwoods provide a nice winter appeal and breaks up 
the concrete in a subtle way. Here carolers enjoy a Christmas tune 
in front of the community’s Christmas tree.

During the summer months this space can be used as a gathering place where the public can 
spend their lunch break and enjoy a meal from a local sandwich shop. The planters create 
a safe area that blocks the noise of traffic and draws in people. Here workers from nearby 
businesses take a break in the shade and enjoy the beautiful weather.

Here small changes have been made to enhance the back side of a 
business. A set of unappealing dumpers and a group of appliances have 
been fenced off to create a cleaner more organized look. Picking up loose 
trash and giving buildings a fresh coat of paint are two small steps that 
will enhance the look and feel of a business.

Along this downtown sidewalk new street lights give a warm 
glow to the local business fronts expressing their spirit for the 
holidays. Trees lining the sidewalk break up concrete lines and 
give life to the streets.

Changing the diagonal parking to parallel parking widens the sidewalk and 
allows space for public activities and interactions. Outdoor seating will bring local 
businesses outside and in turn, draw in people. Benches and flowers give a warm 
welcoming feel to the street. Here a man plays guitar for people passing by while 
customers enjoy a meal in a small outdoor patio.

Dinner, a movie, and an ice cream makes for an enjoyable evening. A 
fountain spraying colorful spouts of water creates a gathering place where 
people can hang out eat their ice cream and talk about the movie just 
seen. Enhancing the existing movie theatre and restaurant and adding a 
small ice cream parlor will draw out-of-towners in and make Hill sdale a 
destination place.

Adding furniture and 
street lights to the sidewalks 
gives a warm welcoming feel 
to the downtown. Elements 
such as these reflect the 
community and help portray 
the image Hillsdale is 
looking for.
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